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univerbation or doubling? 3-ing, 4-ing, 5-ing

is the effect due to emphasis?

is α also a NEG?

another function for NEG1?
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Croft 1991, Veselinova 2010, Veselinova 2013, Veselinova 

2014, Veselinova (with Skirgård) 2015, Veselinova 2016 

➊ doubling

‘reinforcement’, ‘emphasis’
Meillet 1912, Schwegler 1983, 1988

Wintu (Croft 1991: 10; Pitkin 1984: 197)

Ɂelew-be:sken hara:-wer-mina

NEGEX-you.IMPF go-FUT-NEG

'You were not supposed to go.'
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Origins of negative existentials

Veselinova (2013: 137)

Univerbation of SN and another word 17 (27 %)

e.g. NEG + ‘exist’

Reinterpretation of negative lexical item 25 (39.7 %)

e.g. ‘absent’, ‘lack’

Unknown 21 (33.3 %)

Univerbation of SN and another word 17 (27 %)

Latin NEG + oenum, Greek NEG + de + hen

Reinterpretation of ‘another word’ of the ‘exist’ type

collocating with NEG

Reinterpretation of ‘another word’ collocating with NEG

17 %NEG + minimizer, negative pronoun, scalar

particle, subordinator, answer particle





Double obligatory: Limbu, Lepcha 

Double possible:   Athpare, Bantawa, Belhare, Camling, Chintang, Dumi, Kulung

Single obligatory: Bahing, Hayu, Jero, Khaling, Sunwar, Thulung, Tilung, 

Wambule, Kulung, Mewahang, Yamphu



Dumi (van Driem 1993: 124, 149)

ape: ŋə ham-mə-ye:-Ø-nə?

before EMPH 3PL-NEG1-come.down-PST-NEG2

'Haven't they already come down?‘
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